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Editor's Note: This issue of Kidney International is a Symposium issue in honor of Donald W. Seldin on his retirement from the
Executive Committee of the International Society of Nephrology. Professor Seldin has been intimately associated with the ISN
since the inception of the Society. He has been member of the Executive Committee from July 1978 through July 1990. He served
as President of the ISN from 1984 to 1987.
This issue of Kidney International is edited by Harry Jacobson, an Associate Editor of Kidney International, and Floyd C.
Rector, Jr. Both individuals are eminent investigators who have had a significant fraction of their training in the laboratories of
Seldin and his colleagues.
The material presented in this issue of Kidney International, all by Fellows and former colleagues of Seldin, is as eloquent a
testimony as one might muster to honor Professor Seldin on his official retirement from the Executive Committee of the Society.
T. E. Andreoli
Introduction
This issue of Kidney International represents a special col-
lection of invited papers. The authors of these papers all have
one thing in common—their academic lives were influenced in a
major way by Donald W. Seldin. Many are former nephrology
fellows from Southwestern Medical School, others are or were
faculty members at Southwestern. They, however, represent
only a fraction of the nephrologists and physiologists whose
careers have been touched by Dr. Seldin. Had we been able to
invite papers from all the "Seldinites", one volume and not one
issue of Kidney International would have been required. How-
ever, the contributions to this special issue are representative of
the tremendous legacy Dr. Seldin has left for international
nephrology. The group includes his first fellow—Mac Walser,
and his last Renal Division Chief—Bob Alpern. The group also
includes authors from North America, South America, and
Europe.
The topics of these invited papers reflect not only the broad
discipline of nephrology, but also the equally broad interests of
Dr. Seldin, From the molecular biology of the proton ATPase to
clinical disorders of distal tubule acidification, from the regula-
tion of GFR in the laboratory animal to the regulation of GFR in
the diseased human kidney, from the reabsorption of NaHCO3
in the proximal tubule to ion transport in the papillary collecting
duct, from the renal regulation of divalent ion metabolism to the
pathophysiology of nephrolithiasis and, of course, steroid me-
tabolism—these are the domain of nephrology—(and, by the
way, only a few of the topics on which Dr. Seldin can
extemporaneously deliver a superb and scholarly lecture).
While this issue is intended to be a tribute to Dr. Seldin, we
hope it will also be a valuable reference in nephrology. Many of
the papers are current reviews of their special area, others are
editorial in nature and even speculate on new clinical and
physiologic issues. Finally, others present new and interesting
data.
We thank the authors for their contributions and, most of all,
Dr. Seldin for his special leadership role in nephrology.
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